SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
public Interest waned and the cycle be-
gan all over again. It takes years for the
cycle to run Its course, and before its
course is ended a new and uninformed
population has arisen. The lesson must
each time be learned afresh.
Such has been the history of volun-
tary vaccination, Wherever It has been
depended upon to protect a people
against smallpox. It has failed of any
enduring success.
Physicians, sanitarians, public-health
and social workers are familiar with the
story. They know the disease and they
know its power for harm. They know
the value of vaccination, they practise it
upon themselves and escape Infection*
even though they visit and nurse small-
pox patients. They urge its universal
adoption, but the average layman Is in-
different to their advice.
The shortcomings of sanitary meas-
ures, the inadequacy of voluntary vac-
cination, and, on the other hand, the
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